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me quite sure, since my downfall of heart on
last leaving France, that I had no part nor lot
in the service or privileges of the saints; but, on
the contrary, had such share only in the things
of God, as well-conducted beasts and serenely-
minded birds had: while, even among the beasts,
I had no claim to represent myself figuratively
as a lion couchant, or eagle volant, but was, at
my best and proudest, only of a doggish and
piggish temper, content in my dog's chain, and
with my pig's-wash, in spite of Carlyle; and hav-
ing no mind whatever to win Heaven at the
price of conversion like St. Ranier's, or mortifi-
cation like St. Bruno's.

And that my father much concurred with me
in these, partly stubborn, partly modest, senti-
ments, appeared curiously on the occasion of
registering his arms at the Heralds' College for
painting, as those of the Bardi, and no more
under the Long Acre limitation, " vix ea nostra,""
on the panel of his own brougham. It appeared,,
on enquiry at the Heralds' Office, that there was
indeed a shield appertaining to a family, of
whom nothing particular was known, by the
name of Rusk<?n: Sable, a chevron, argent, be-
tween six lance-heads, argent. This, without
any evidence of our relation to the family, we
could not, of course, be permitted to use with-
out modification: but the King-at-Arms regis-
tered it as ours, with the addition of three and betrayed the reproving
